




THE SURVEYTHE SURVEY
From January through December 2005, From January through December 2005, 148148 former former 
Lake Apopka farmworkers were Lake Apopka farmworkers were interviewedinterviewed..

NinetyNinety--two percent (92%)two percent (92%) said that they had said that they had 
been been exposedexposed to pesticides in the workplace.to pesticides in the workplace.

EightyEighty--five percent (85%)five percent (85%) feel that exposure to feel that exposure to 
pesticides has affected their pesticides has affected their healthhealth..

EightyEighty--three (83%)three (83%) feelfeel that they are in that they are in ““fair fair ””
or or ““poor poor ”” health.health.
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Other Places of Other Places of 
Contamination Contamination 

in the Areain the Area

TwoTwo industrial landfillsindustrial landfills
TwoTwo EPA Superfund sitesEPA Superfund sites
City sewage treatment plantCity sewage treatment plant
Medical waste incineratorMedical waste incinerator
Plastics industriesPlastics industries
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Arthritis 70% Nervousness 42%

Frequent sinus problems 60% A lot of coughing 40%

Throat problems 58% Earaches/ear infections 39%

Allergies 53% Asthma 38%

Rheumatism 49% Sadness a lot 38%

Urinary urgency at night 49% Uncontrollable anger 37%

Diabetes 47% Poor memory 36%

Skin problems/recurrent 
rashes 46% Acid reflux 33%

Overweight 46% Urinary tract/bladder 
infections 31%

Bladder urgency 45% Constipation 30%



Health Problem People suffering 
from this health 
problem

People taking 
prescription for 
health problem

Arthritis 70% 54%
Throat problems 58% for chronic cough

28%
Coughing 40%
Allergies 53% 34%
Rheumatism 49% 37%
Diabetes 47% 32%
Skin
problems/rashes

46% 30%

Thyroid 18% 14%
Lupus 11% >1%

People that can not People that can not 
get prescriptions for get prescriptions for 
this health problemthis health problem

16%16%
30%30%

19%19%
12%12%
15%15%
16%16%

4%4%
10%10%



Over the Counter MedicinesOver the Counter Medicines

More than More than 56%56% reported taking reported taking 
medicines for cough or throat medicines for cough or throat 
problems.  (problems.  (Cough syrup or dropsCough syrup or drops.).)

More than More than 49%49% reported using reported using 
creams to treat skin rashes.creams to treat skin rashes.
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74%

26%
Children with 
A Learning
Disability

Children without a 
Learning Disability
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What Do We Want?What Do We Want?

Shorter waiting timeShorter waiting time for doctor’s for doctor’s 
appointmentsappointments
Health care we can Health care we can affordafford
SpecialistsSpecialists who can treat our diseaseswho can treat our diseases
Help to pay for Help to pay for prescription medicinesprescription medicines
TestingTesting to find out what makes us sickto find out what makes us sick
Help with Help with transportationtransportation to the clinicto the clinic



What Else Do We Need?What Else Do We Need?
SoilSoil testingtesting

AirAir testingtesting

WaterWater testingtesting

Clean upClean up of pollutionof pollution

No more pollution in No more pollution in ourour
neighborhoodsneighborhoods



What Else Would Help?What Else Would Help?
MeetingsMeetings with with leadersleaders to to answeranswer our our 
questions and to questions and to hearhear our complaintsour complaints
EducationEducation and and informationinformation about our about our 
healthhealth and the health of our and the health of our 
communitycommunity
AgreementsAgreements with with leadersleaders to to take take 
our concerns seriouslyour concerns seriously and to take and to take 
positive actionpositive action
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